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From the 1940s to the early-1990s there was a period
of significant tension between the United States

and the Soviet Union. This was known as the Cold

War as the two countries did not directly fight each
other. Instead, they sought global power through
alliances, supporting wars in other countries and new
advancements in science and technology. Some of the
biggest technological developments were in nuclear
weapons. The competition to have the largest and

most destructive weapons was called the arms race
and this could have resulted in a global catastrophe
had any been deployed.

During the Cold War, the UK supported the United
States, bringing Scotland into the conflict. This
exhibition shows some of the ways in which Scotland
was involved and what that meant for everyone who
lived here.

Activity 1

Can you find these objects in the
exhibition?

Nuclear Power Station Toy, c.1965
Why did people want to buy toys like this?

Map of Central Scotland, 1980s
What does this map show?
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Intourist Travel Brochure, 1978

Despite tensions between countries on different sides
of the Cold War, some people in Scotland wanted to
travel to the Soviet Union, why do you think this was?

Homemade Protest Rattle, 1982

What were protesters hoping to achieve by taking part
in Peace March Scotland?

An output of Materialising the Cold War, a collaboration between
National Museums Scotland and the University of Stirling
funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council.

Steel Blast Doors, 1950s
What does AAOR stand for?

Why did the role of the bunkers such as East Kilbride
change during the Cold War?

Activity 2

What other items are important?

Imagine you are a planning your own display, pick two
more objects from the exhibition that help to tell the
story of the Cold War in Scotland.
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