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Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders Regimental Museum  

The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders Regimental Trust 
 

Contact  museum@argylls.co.uk 

 

 

Location of collections 
 

The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders Museum 

The Castle 

Stirling 

FK8 1EH 

 

Size of collections 

 
15 African objects 

No known Caribbean objects  

 

Selected objects 

 

• Engraved club or knobkerrie, South Africa, 0397 

• Bread bowl, South Africa, 30/63d.1  

• Headrest, South Africa, 30/63g.1 

• Shield, Kenya/ eastern Africa, 907/87  

 

History of the collection   
The Museum is situated in Stirling Castle and tells the story of the Argyll and Sutherland 

Highlanders. Created under the Childers Reforms in 1881, the regiment was an 

amalgamation of the 91st Argyllshire Highlanders and 93rd Sutherland Highlanders but 

traces its history back to the raising of the Stirlingshire Militia in 1639. Importantly for this 

review, the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders were involved in numerous colonial conflicts 

during the 19th century, including the so-called Anglo-Zulu Wars of 1879-1896. 

 

Overview of the collection  
Fourteen out of the 15 African objects identified are from South Africa and could be 

described as trophies of war, taken during the Anglo-Zulu War of 1879. Two Zulu clubs or 

knobkerrie and one assegai or spear were taken from the Battle of Gingindlovu 

(uMgungundlovu) which was fought on 2 April 1879 between British colonial troops and a 

Zulu impi of King Cetshwayo. Both clubs have been converted into walking sticks, engraved 

with the name of the person who took them and the date and site of the battle. Nine objects 

are linked to the Battle of Ulundi on 4 July 1879, the last major battle of the Anglo-Zulu War, 

resulting in the defeat of the main Zulu army and the capture and sacking of the royal 

homestead of oNdini. These objects include domestic items, such as two necklaces, a scent 

bottle, two headrests, a spoon, and a bread bowl. 

 

One shield in the collection appears to be from Kenya or eastern Africa, possibly Maasai. 

Unlike the other objects, it does not have recorded provenance. 
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Notable donors  
William F Elliot (dates unknown)   

 

Areas for further research 
The majority of the African collection, including the domestic items, were taken by Major 

William F Elliot. Research into his actions during the Anglo-Zulu War may shed further light 

on the exact provenance of the objects.   

 

Research into the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders history in eastern Africa may indicate 

the likely origin of the undocumented shield that appears to be Maasai. 

 

 

Regions and countries represented: Africa 

 

Region/country Major sources Collection 

size 

estimate 

Types of material 

Eastern Africa  1  

Eastern Africa 

unspecified 

 1 Shield 

Southern Africa

  

 14  

South Africa Gerald L J Goff  

Alexander C Bruce 

William F Elliot 

J Denholm 

14 Clubs or knobkerrie, 

headrests, necklaces of 

wood and bone, scent 

bottle, shield, spears, 

spoon, wooden bread bowl 
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Selected object images  
 

Detail of engraved club or knobkerrie, South Africa, 0397 
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Bread bowl, South Africa, 30/63d.1 

 

 
 

Headrest, South Africa, 30/63g.1 

 

 
 

  


