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The most significant collection of at least 16 items was collected by Sir Robert Williams, 1st 

Baronet of Park (1860-1938), a mining engineer and railway developer active in South 

Africa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Zambia and Angola from the late 1800s to the late 

1920s. His collection is made up of objects originating from these countries, including 

walking sticks, carved snakes, domestic utensils, a Songye/Lulua power figure, a Chokwe 

chair, comb, and staff or walking stick. One of the ‘walking sticks’ has a polished end much 

like a knobkerrie and is mounted with a plaque to commemorate Williams’s mining activity at 

Kambove, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 1911. Another walking stick of twisted wood is 

recorded as being made in the Amathole Mountains, South Africa by ‘Nampocki’.  

 

The most striking object in the collection is a Chokwe chair, most likely collected in the 

Moxico region of Angola during the construction of the Benguela railway (1902-1929). It 

features a laced hide seat, carved decorations and a dark black patina. The chair back is 

decorated with a chief or ancestor figure and geometric patterns, and the legs and stretchers 

depict scenes from everyday life, bats, and monkeys.  Noted in the associated material 

section are significant collections of archival material pertaining to Williams’s life in Africa. 

 

The second group of material is around 23 items of South African beadwork, including 

necklaces, beaded gourds, pipes, and two carved wooden heads decorated with beads. 

Listed as Zulu and Mpondo, the majority were borrowed for exhibition in the 1970s and 

accessioned in the 1990s. An accompanying brochure suggests they were made in 

KwaZulu-Natal for the tourist market.  

 

The third group of material is comprised of eight dolls reportedly made in Africa. These 

include part of a collection assembled by Miss Margaret Barclay, a local teacher who 

collected costume dolls on her travels abroad between 1925 and 1992. The collection was 

designed to represent different countries and includes examples recorded as ‘African’ and 

‘South African’.   

 

Caribbean  

Aberdeen Archives, Gallery and Museums cares for a small collection of dresses and 

handbags made in Trinidad, Jamaica, and the Bahamas in the mid-20th century.  

 

Five of these items belonged to American fashion editor Frances Farquharson (1903-1991) 

and members of her family and were collected during trips to the Caribbean in the 1950s. 

They include an embroidered handbag and two sundresses from ‘Mademoiselle’ on Bay 

Street, Nassau, Bahamas, and a white linen dress and matching bag embroidered with red 

poinsettia from Jamaica. Farquharson was fashion editor for Vogue and Harper's Bazaar 

throughout the 1930s. 

 

The collection also contains an organza, lace and taffeta wedding dress made in 1957 by a 

local dressmaker in Trinidad for Miss Margaret Violet Grant from Aberdeen. She travelled to 

the island to marry Mr Norman Stuart who worked in the oil industry. 

 

Associated material 
Aberdeen Archives, Gallery and Museums holds much material of note that does not fall 

within the scope of this review. 

 

Africa 

A significant body of material relates to Robert Williams’s activity in Africa, including rock 

samples, wall maps, certificates, newspaper cuttings, cartoons, and correspondence from 






